
MINUTES OF MEETING OF EAST CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON MONDAY 8th JANUARY 2024 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
There were no items brought for discussion.
 Present
Duncan Goodes (Chairman), Doug Reeve, Dave Tuck, Debbie Taylor, Kevin Rixon, and J’aime Wetherell 
In Attendance
Nancy Chapman (Clerk).
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr John Cox.
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 5th DECEMBER 2023 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Reeve).

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DPI DISPENSATIONS
None.

4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
The permanent legal closure of East Chinnock Hollow will not be sealed, due to too many people objecting to this (although Somerset Council Highways have no funding to re-open it anytime soon). 

5. SOMERSET COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
Somerset Councilor’s reports were previously circulated.

6. DEVOLUTION OF SERVICES
Cllr Goodes wrote to Somerset Council giving details of last month’s PC discussion re devolution.  Somerset County have since circulated a letter, giving details on their proposed budget plan for next year.  They are proposing to increase council tax (from 4.99% to 9.99% if allowed) and make large spending cuts. At this time, no further details have been released relating to devolution to PCs.

7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
There were no planning applications received.

8. FINANCE
a) The latest budget plan was discussed and there are still several ‘unknown’ values for next year’s budget (including repairing the church clock and also the purchase of the SID, due to potential applications for funding). The Parish Council agreed to increase the precept from £11,356 last year, to £12,500 for the year 2024-2025 (10.07%).  This will increase the yearly band D precept from £49.98 to £54.41 (£4.43). A resolution was passed to approve this (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Reeve).

b) A resolution was passed to approve the following payments:

· Village Christmas Tree      





                 £TBD

· N Chapman Salary (£1,003.00) and Expenses/mileage (£46.80)

£1049.80

9. COMMUNITY PARK
a) The black bin at the park has now been removed (by SC streetscene).  

b) Cllr Taylor reported that the upper hinge on the kissing gate was hanging loose. A resolution was passed that the clerk should arrange for this to be mended (subject to quote being less than £100) (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Goodes). 

c) A resolution was passed to approve spending of £294 (excluding VAT) to purchase four new swing seats (2 x baby-swings and 2 x flat swings) (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Goodes).

10. PARISH ISSUES
a) Three of the hamstone capping stones from the village hall planter were broken when the planter was damaged.  A resolution was passed for the clerk to purchase new capping stones to replace these (subject to them being less than £300 in total) (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Reeve).

b) Cllr Goodes has said the War Memorial Grant Trust (WMT) application, for a grant to repair the Church Clock, will be decided on by the end of the month. 

c) Cllr Goodes said that if more than six parishioners wanted allotments, then the PC would to do their best to ensure that options were available (this could include allotments in nearby villages). It was agreed Cllr Rixon would check availability in nearby parishes. 

11. ENTERTAINMENTS COMMITTEE
Cllr Tuck has given the Bonfire night takings and receipts to the Clerk.  

There will be a bingo night on Friday 8th March. 

Cllr Taylor commented that the New Years Eve event at the village hall was well attended.

12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME
a) The Clerk agreed to get further quotes for a Parish lengthmens. 

David Cox has emailed saying he can no longer continue to mow the Portman Park grass this year due to personal reasons.  The PC thanked David Cox for his time doing this, this year. It was agreed the Portman Park mowing and strimming could also be including in the Parish lengthmens tasks.

13. HIGHWAYS REPORT
a) Several new potholes are beginning to appear and Cllr Reeve is reporting them to Highways. 

A parishioner emailed complaining of the verge blocking the pavement near Bridge House, and he was force to use the a30 road to get by.  This has since been cut back.  Cllr Wetherell agreed to check if all verges have now been cut back or if further cutting is still necessary is this area.

b) A parishioner has emailed the PC concerned about the parking on the corner of Weston street and the A30, saying it is potential for an accident.  Cllr Reeve has contact highways previously about the installation of yellow lines, but they deemed it unnecessarily.  Unfortunately the cars parked on the corner are still parked legally. Cllr Patrick is following this up with highways.

c) Cllr Reeve has sent several chasing email to the Police re the SID grant application. The new SID Posts on the A30,  have still not been installed.

d) The camber on the road at Orchardleigh has been changed, so that when it rains, the water flows down the road past the drain and just keeps going all the way down the road (this may become an issue in icy weather).  Cllr Reeve is meeting with highways to discuss this.

e) A parishioner has asked for further flood warning signs on Weston Street. The PC agreed that there were already 2 signs in place and there for believe this is enough for this area.

14. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
a) Cllr Wetherell posted a message about debrillator/first aid training on the ‘East Chinnock Village’ facebook group. There was a good response from people interested in attending the course and it was agreed to go ahead and book the training. The clerk agreed to contact the trainer, proposing one of the following dates:  Tuesday, 14th, 21st and 28th May (at 7pm).

b) Regarding the new PC ‘logo’, Cllr Wetherall has said she is looking to ask people to design a ‘Scene’ in the next Chinnock Chimes. (Will be a maximum size of 4cms square and only use 4 colours or monochrome).

15. RIGHTS OF WAY
No issues reported.

16. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
None.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
a)  The first Monday in April is a bank holiday Monday. It was agree that April’s meeting will be held on Monday, 8th April, 2024 (7.30pm in the Village Hall).

b)  The next meeting is on Monday 5th February, 2024.  The meeting closed at 8.40pm.  .

